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“ The Play’s the thing."—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

On Saturday a new petite Comedy was produced at this house entitled 
The Dowager. It isneither remarkable for striking incident or brilliant 
dialogue, but there is a pleasant chatty freedom about it which was much 
relished by a crowded audience. We give the following version of the 
plot :—A very agreeable party, consisting of two ladies, and a corres- 
ponding number of gentlemen, are assembled in a country house be- 
longing to Lady Bloomer, (Miss Charles) endeavouring to Jpass the time 
as pleasantly as possible with fetes, private theatricals, and other fashioa- 
able amusements. These two couple are lovers; Lady Bloomer being 
the adored of Edgar Beauchamp, (Mr. Brindal), a bashful, timid youth, 
who is afraid to look his lady-love in the face, and Margaret Beauchamp, 
(Miss C. Connor), the beloved of Sir Frederick Chasemore, (Mr. Holl), 
a bold impudent rattle. In the midst of the festivities of this little party, 
Lady Bloomer receives a letter, announcing a visit from a dowager aunt, 
whom she has never seen, but whom she believes to be a stiff, old, formal 
kill-joy. Chasemore thinking that it is onlyaplanof Lady Bloomer’s 
to create a laugh against them, by introducing them to a fictitious aunt, 
resolves to be before-hand with her, and to make a counterplot, by pro- 
curing an actress from London to personate the aunt, and so turn ‘the 
joke the other way. This part of the plot is rather clumsily constructed, 
but it appears that LadyBloomer, having been informed of Sir Frederick’s 
intentions, resolves to act accordingly ; and when the real dowager 
aunt (Madame Vestris), arrives, (who by the way is neither old or ugly,) 
the ladies receive her as the actress employed to play the part by Chase- 
more. Lord Alfred Lyndsay, (Mr. C. Mathews,) a friend of Lady 
Bloomer’s, a gay, volatile young man, enters into the spirit of the joke, 
and makes love in sport to the little soubrette ; but he soon becomes fas- 
cinated by her wit, beauty, and polished manners, and finishes by declar- 
ing himself her devoted admirer. The dowager, who has penetrated the 
mystery, supports her simulated character—rallies the entire party, and 
draws such piquant sketches of the several individuals as cause them to 
look perfectly ridiculous. To conclude she makes the two ladies jealous, 
and captivates their faithless swains, whom she afterwards restores to their 
proper allegiance, and being at length recognised as the real Dowager 
Countess of Tresillian, she gives her hand to Lord Alfred Lyndsay, 
and the piece so concludes. The various characters were well sustained, 
and Madame Vestris and Mr. Charles Mathews created a great deal of 
applause. The piece will be repeated every evening until further notice. 
To-night,’the performances will consist of A Cure for Love, TheDowager, 
The Loan of a Lover, and Make Your Wills. 

ApDELPHI.—The performances at this Theatre, this week, are You 
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Know What, Antony & Cleopatra, Alma, and The Miser’s Daughter. 
On Monday next, a newBurletta, in three acts, by the author of Satanus, 
which will embrace the whole strength of the company, will be produced. 
Great preparations are making at this house for the forthcoming Christ- 
mas Pantomime ; the opening will be the production of Mr. E. Stirling, 
adapter of The Miser’s Daughter. 

O.ympic.—To-night, and during the week, the following entertain- 
ments will be given :—Life’s a Lottery, A Day at an Inn, Bathing, 
and The Soldier's Widow. 








Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will youexcuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, paid another visit to the THames Tonnet, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. ‘The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Stairease ; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened as 
a thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Tuesday, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added tc 
Mapam_e [lvussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prince and 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,0001, &c.—This exltibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

In the evening got the best shilling’s worth I ever paid for in my life at the 
Royat ADELAIDE GALLERY, Lowther Arcade, Strand, where indeed all the arts 
and sciences met me with open arms—a graud Promenade Concert, vocal and in- 
strumental, supported by the first performers of the day, followed by a popular Lec- 
ture on the Bude and Drummond Lights, —saw the humerous effects of the Laughing 
Gas—the wonderful Gas Microscope, and 30 magnificent Dissolving Views of 
Ghusnee, Cabul, &c. and portraits of RobertBurns, Lord Nelson, Prince Albert.&c. 

Wednesday, visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, illustrating the manners, &c. of 300,000,000 Chinese. 

Must call upon Messrs. Cocks & Co. Musicsellers to her Majesty, 20, Princes 
Street, Hanover Square, for the whole of Musard’s Standard Quadrilles. Piane 
solos, each 3s. ditto duets, 4s, and orchestra, each 5s. i.e. Krakoviaci clichinelle( or 
the Royal Punchinello), Cent Suisse, Rendezvous de Chasse, LaFille du Regiment, 
Soirees du Ranelagh, Charpe Rose and La Jolie Fille du Gand,—the most fashion- 
able Quadrilles of the day. These gentlemen are the sole publishers of all the 
works by Lanner, Labitzky, and Strauss, for the piano, also for the orchestra. 

Thursday, dropped into the Lowrner Bazaan, in the Strand—in addition to 
the usual accessories of such a place, is a Cosmorama fitted up with so much in- 
genuity that the spectator, with a very slight help from the fancy, might imagine 
that he was looking from some real cavern upon some of the most exquisite scenes 
on England’s coast. The articles are unusually reasonable, and the greatest ci- 
vility characterizes the establishment. It is very well attended, and to those who 
have not heard the Euterpeon it will be a great treat—there is no charge. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans's 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &c.—PAUL PRY. 

















Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, Shakspere’s Play of The 


TEMPEST. 


The Music selected from the works of PURCELL, LINLEY, and 
Dr. ARNE, arranged by Mr. J. H. Tully. 
The Entre-Acts from Haydn’ s and Beethoven's Symphonies. 
Previous tothe Play, Weber's Overtnre to “ The Ruler of the Spirits.’ 


Aionso, (King of Naples) Mr COUPE, 
Sebastian ......(his Brother).. ... Mr DIDDEAR, 
Prospero, (Duke of Milan,) MrVANDEN HOFF, 
Antonio, (the Usurping Duke of Milan) Mrd.VE: NING, 
Ferdinand, MrCHARLtS PITT, 
os eee canes Mr F. MATTHE WS, 
Adrian & Fr ancisco, Messrs.A.Wigan & Binge, 
Caliban, (a savage & deformed Slave) Mr J. BLAND, 
Trinculo, (a Jeste:) Mr HARLEY, 
Stephano. ...(a Drunken Butler)....Mr BA RTLEY, 
Boatswain. . er eee Mr W, 4. PAYNE, 
Miranda,( Daughter of? rospero) WissVAND! \NHOFF 
Ariel, (anaviry Spirit) Miss RAINFORTH, 
Characters in the Masqoe. 

Iris..Miss COOPER, Ceres... iiss RAINFORTH, 
Juno, Miss POOLE 





After which, Auber’s Opera, in Three Acts, of 


WASANITELLO. 


WITH the WHOLE of the MUSIC, COMPOSED by AUBER. 
The Chorusses under the Direction of J. H. Tully. 
With entirely New Scenery, Machinery, Dresses and Decorations. 
The Scenery by the Messrs. Grieve. 
The Decorations, by Mr. W.Bradwell. The Dances, by MrGilbert. 
Masaniello, Mr W. HARRISON, 








Alphonso, .,. Mr TRAVERS, Lorenzo... \Mr A. WIGAN. 
Pietro, .Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Moreno, Mr BINGE, Ruffino Mr. J. BLAND, 


Selva, Mr COLLETT, Commissioner, Mr MOORE, 
Neapolitan Nobles, Pages, Fishermen, Fishermen’s Wives, &c. & 
Elvira, Miss POOLE, 7 
Fenella ,....... (the Dumb Girl,) ........Miss BALLIN, 
Inis, Miss FLOYD. 
In Act I.—THE GUARACHA, 
By Mesdames Ridgway, Taylor, Kendall, James, ce. 
PAS D’ESPAGNE,—ty Master and Miss Marshall, 
In Act IT—A BOLERO ti Mr. Gilbert and Miss Ballin. 
And THE TARANTELLA, 
By Messrs. Ridgway, J. Ridgway, Delferier, Mrs. Ridgwoy, Sc. 





, o-morrow, Norma, and Der i icssou being for the Benefit of of 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Historical Tragedy of 


KING JOHN. 


King John, Mr MACREADY, 

Prince Henry, hisSon.......... Miss HOWARD, 
Geffrey Fitz-Peter, Earl of Essex..Mr ELLIS, 
William Longsword, Karl of Salisbury, MrELTON, 
Hubert de Burgh .. MrPHELPS, 

Philip Faulconbridge,...........Mr ANDERSON, 
Philip Augustus..Mr GRAHAM, 

Lewis the Dauphin ...........+...-Mr HUDSON, 
Arch-Duke of Austria, Mr SELBY, 

Giles, Vicomte de Melun.. Mr G. BENNETT, 
Cardinal Pandulph, the Pope’s Legate, MrRYDER, 
Gueen Elinor ..ccccccce-ccosscscces Mins ELLIS, 
The Lady Constance, Miss H. FAUCIT, 
a eee .-eceee- Miss FAIRBROTHER 
Lady Faulconbridge, Mrs SELBY. 

















After which, (17th Time) DRYDEN’s Dramatic Opera of 


King Arthur ; 


Or, The British Worthy. 


The Overture and all the Music composed by PURCELL, with the 
exception of the Solo in “ Come follow me,” & the Pieces, “ Thus 
LT infuse,” and “ O sight, thou mother of desire.” 

The whole arranged with additional accompaniments, by Mr.T. COOKE. 


Britons —King Arthur .. .. «- «« Mr ANDERSON, 
Conon, Duke of Cornwall, Mr G. BENNETT, 

Aurelius, Mr SELBY, Albanact, Mr MELLON, 
Cadwallon, Mr HOWELL, Ambrosius, Mr C.J. SMITH, 
Urien, MrCARLE, Merlin, MrRYDER, Minstrels,Messrs. Redfearn,&c. 
Warriors, Mr J. Reeve, &c. Peasants, Mr Roberts, &c. 
Emmeline, Mrs STIRLING, 

Matilda, Miss ELLIS, Shepherdesses, Mrs Serle, Mrs Boden, &c. 
Saxons.—Oswald, King of Kent, Mr GRAHAM, 

Osmond, MrH. PHILLIPS, Guillemar, Mr WALDRON, 
(lia, Mr PAULO, Redwald, Mr BRADY, Cerdic, Mr KING, 
Sacrificing Priest, Mr ALLEN, Philidel, Miss P, HORTON, 
Grimbald, Mr STRETTON, Spirit of Sleep, Mr S. JONES, 
Spirits under various forms in the Visions, 

Vision of Flora—Vertumnus, Mr Webster, Flora, Miss Webster, 
Vision of Regions of Frost—Cupid, Miss ROMER, 

Genins of Frost, Mr STRETTON. 

In theEnchanted Grove—Sirens & Dryads, MissROMER, Miss Webster. 

In Merlin’s Vision—Venus, Miss FAIRBROTHER, 
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